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Savages, in which was a girl sixteen years old,
whom a disease of several years’ duration had
brought to the point of death. Monsieur the Curé,
who did not understand the language of these
Savages, begged me to go to hear the confession of
the patient, and he himself guided me to the cabin.
In the conversation that I had with this young girl
on the truths of Religion, I learned that she had been
very well instructed by one of our Missionaries, but
that she had not yet received baptism. After having
spent two days in putting to her all the questions
suited to assure me of her preparation, she said to
me: ‘‘Iimplore thee, do not refuse me the grace of
baptism which I ask from thee. Thou seest how
my lungs are oppressed, and that I have a very
short time to live; what a calamity it will be for me,
and what reproaches must thou not cast upon
thyself, should I die without receiving this grace!’’
I answered her that she should be prepared for it the
next day, and I withdrew. The joy that my answer
caused her produced in her such a sudden change
that she was able to go early in the morning to the
Chapel. I was extraordinarily surprised at her
entrance, and at once, in a solemn manner, adminis-
tered baptism to her; she then returned to her
cabin, where she did not cease to thank divine mercy
for so great a blessing, and to long for the happy
moment which should unite her to God for all
eternity. Her wishes were granted, and I had the
happiness to be present at her death. What an
ordering of providence for this poor girl, and what
a consolation for me to have been the instrument
that God chose to use in order to place her in Heaven!

Do not demand of me, my dear brother, that I



